
 

  

 
 
 
 
      April 30, 2020 
 
VIA E-MAIL TO layoung@geisinger.edu 
AND bugs62@ptd.net 
 
Leslie Young 
 
    Re:  Mahoning Township – Special Events Processional 
 
Dear Ms. Young: 
 
 Our office serves as the solicitor for the Township of Mahoning.  It has come to my 
attention that a parade is being organized for Friday, May 1st, to celebrate all of the essential 
employees and heroes of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
 I begin by noting the Supervisors of the Township share the sentiment of the anticipated 
parade.  Above all, this correspondence should not be construed as attempting to speak to the 
objectives of that parade.  The Township’s Supervisors have repeatedly expressed their 
appreciation for those individuals, including those within the Township’s own ranks.  In fact, the 
Supervisors recently took the lead and developed a quarantine leave policy for its own police 
department officers, providing them with additional leave and benefits should they experience a 
positive COVID-19 encounter in their response efforts.   
 
 Yet, the Township’s Supervisors cannot allow this parade to proceed on May 1st, due to 
the inherent risks associated with the same.  The parade invites individuals to depart their 
residences and congregate together, for reasons other than essential activities.  Such a gathering 
is in direct contradiction to the Governor’s stay-at-home order and is not prudent or advisable at 
the present time. 
 

Accordingly, please proceed with rescheduling this parade to a date when the Governor’s 
stay-at-home order is lifted and the Commonwealth is moved to the “green” re-opening phase.  
Presently, our region is under a stay-at-home order and “red” phase, with it potentially being 
transitioned to “yellow” phase on May 8th.  
 

By rescheduling the parade to a later date, you will allow and encourage individuals 
within the community to be involved in this celebration and properly acknowledge those 
honorees.   This is a mutual objective. 
 
 If you elect to move forward with this parade, please be aware of Mahoning Township’s 
Ordinance relative to special events and processionals.  Section 223-6(C) provides as follows:  
“It shall be unlawful for any person to hold or participate in any procession unless the person 
organizing or conducting the procession first obtains a permit from the Township Secretary[.]”  
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A processional is further defined to be “[a] group of individuals, vehicles, animals and/or 
objects moving along a street in a way that interferes with the normal movement of traffic” See 
Section 223-6(A). 

 
The Township’s ordinance exists to mitigate liability to the organizer of the event and the 

Township.  Additionally, the ordinance ensures orderly assembly and movements of the 
Township’s residents, along with readying the necessarily personnel for responsive efforts as 
needed.  
 
 The contemplated parade is clearly a processional under the definition of the ordinance; 
yet, a special events permit has neither been received nor approved by the Township’s 
Supervisors.  Accordingly, the contemplated parade is otherwise in violation of the Township’s 
ordinance.  By proceeding with the parade on May 1st, you run the risk of subjecting those 
involved in participation and organization to sanctions.   
 
 The Township’s Police Department seeks to avoid citing participants in this processional, 
as the Police Officers are a group of individuals who also should be celebrated during this 
processional.   
 

Such enforcement and citations can all be avoided by rescheduling the parade and 
submitting a special events permit with the Township.  The Township will work to expedite the 
consideration of any such request to ensure a properly planned parade can be effectuated.    
 
 Again, I reiterate that the goal in sending this correspondence is not to stifle support for 
this parade and the intended honorees.  Instead, it is to commence a rescheduling of that event to 
a date when the general public may participate and also share its appreciation for those 
individuals as well.   
 
 Should you have any questions about this letter, please do not hesitate to contact me. I 
look forward to your reply.  
 

Very truly yours, 
 
      McNERNEY, PAGE, VANDERLIN & HALL 
 
 
 
     
      Jonathan L. DeWald, Esquire 
      jdewald@mpvhlaw.com 
 
cc: Mahoning Township Supervisors (via e-email) 

Fred Dyroff, Mahoning Township Chief of Police (via e-mail) 
Montour County Commissioners (via e-mail) 
Shannon Berkey, Danville Borough Manager (via e-mail) 
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